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MAJORITY REPORT 


OF THE 


CECIL AND HARFORD 


DELEGATIONS, 


RELATING TO THE 


Petitions referred to said Delegations relate to the 
Cecil and Harford Counties 
Boom Company. 


ANNAPOLIS: 
WM. THOMPSON, or R., Printer. 


1868, 


MAJORITY REPORT 


Of the Cecil and Harford Delegations, relating to the Petitions 
referred to said Delegations relative to the Cecil and Har- 


Jord Counties Boom Company. 


To the Honorable, the Speaker 
and Members of the Legislature of Maryland : 


GENTLEMEN :—The undersigned, to whom were referred 
certain petitions from the citizens of Cecil and Harford coun- 
ties, praying certain amendments to the Act incorporating 
the Cecil and Harford counties Boom Company, passed at 
the January session of 1867, chapter 194, and alleging 
certain violations of the said Act of incorporation, beg leave 
to report as follows : 


We have investigated the whole subject referred to in the 
above mentioned petitions, and from the evidence obtained, 
we are forced to the conclusion that the Cecil and Harford 
counties Boom Company have violated their corporate powers 
and franchises ; and from the same evidence, we are of the ~ 
opinion that the said Act of incorporation ought to be 
amended. 


The said Act of incorporation provides that the said com- 
pany shall not place their boom below the head of sloop 
navigation on the Susquehanna River ; yet they have placed 
said boom more than two miles below that line. 


The said Act provides that the said company shail not ob- 
struct ‘‘any channel on the Susquehanna river leading to any 


public landing,’’ yet they have entirely closed up the west- 
ern channel of said river which leads to a much used public 
landing at the village of Lapidum, in Harford county, said 
channel being from eight to thirteen feet deep at low tide. 
The said Act provides that the said company shall not inter- 
fere with or damage any fishery on the Susquehanna river, 
yet they have destroyed some of the most important fisheries 
on said river, while the right which the said company claim 
to run down tbeir logs, spars, &c., through the whole course 
of the river, even below the head of sloop navigation, will so 
obstruct said river as to prevent its entire use for fishing pur- 
poses, thus cutting off the principal means of support of 
many of our citizens. This demonstrates in itself, the in- 
fraction of the aforesaid Act of incorporation, for surely the 
General Assembly of Maryland never intended to convey the 
right and power to a mere private corporation to fill our fish- 
ing waters with floating logs, spars, timber, lumber, &c., to 
the injury of the public. But, if fhe Boom were located at 
the head of sloop navigation as the Act of incorporation pro- 
vides and directs, the fishing waters of the Susquehanna 
would not be encumbered with such floating logs, spars, &c., 
for they would be caught ashore. But further, the said Act 
of incorporation provides that the said Boom company shall 
not extend their Boom or piers into the eastern or main 
channel of the Susquehanna beyond a point where the water 
is six feet deep. Now, to say nothing of the violation of their 
Act of incorporation in placing their Boom some two miles or 
more below where the said Act of incorporation directs, they 
have extended huge piers of wood and stone into the eastern 
channel where the water is eight feet, nine inches at low tide, 
and still purpose, as we understand, to extend such piers still 
farther into deeper water. 


Thus it is seen, that this company, whose Act of incorpora- 
tion was passed by the General Assembly of Maryland, of 
1867, under the stern protest of the Cecil and Harford dele- 
gations on this floor, have been, and now are, guilty of the 
most palpable infractions of the very same Act which they so 
urgently begged the Legislature of this State to grant for 
their especial benefit. Such is our opinion. 


But we have not relied entirely on our own opinions: 
these have come to us from the plain letter and reading of 
the law. We have availed ourselves of eminent legal ad- 
vice, and upon this we base this report. Such advice war- 
rants us in the conclusion that the Cecil and Harford Coun- 
ties Boom Company have violated their corporate powers and 
franchises. 


But there is another branch of the subject which we deem 


it necessary to notice, to-wit: Under the Act incorporating 
the aforesaid boom company, the said company are empow- 
ered to condemn, generally, the shores of the Susquehanna 
River and its neighboring streams. ‘This, our people look 
upon as a most wanton innovation on the rights of the 
owners of such shore property: to take away such property 
against the wish and consent of its owners, for the sole ben- 
efit and advantage of a mere private corporation, who for the 
most part are non-residents of this State, and whose votes 
control its management, thus to enable the said corporation 
to monopolize these shores for its own use against all compe- 
tition, as well as to shut out all others from the use of such 
shores, either for business or pleasure, seems to be so shock- 
ing a violation of the common rights of the people as to 
warrant the hope and belief that this General Assembly will 
make haste to correct the abuse. 


We have introduced a bill, through our Chairman, to meet 
this branch of the subject, as well as to correct the violations 
of law already perpetrated by the Cecil and Harford counties 
Boom Company, and it was our wish to cover our whole duty 
in the provisions and presentation of the said bill, but the 
points to be met and explained were so numerous that we 
have considered it better to make as full a report as time and 
the circumstances would allow. Indeed, we have thought it 
our duty, as a special committee appointed by the Honorable 
Speaker of this House, to investigate the subject-matter here- 
in contained, and as the representatives of the two counties 
most interested in the same, to give as fulla report of the 
facts in the case as possible. 


This is the ‘‘Grand Inquest’’ of the State of Maryland, 
and it is to this grand inquest that the people look for pro- 
tection against injurious legislation and the abuse of corpor- 
ate power. 


All of the foregoing, we respectfully submit. 


JAMES TOUCHSTONE, Chin’n. 
BENJAMIN SILVER, 

WM. RICHARDS, 

JOHN S. BROWN, 

LEVI MEARNS, 

JOHN W. DAVIS. - 
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